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1. CALL TEXT (themes, scope, methodological approach) 

The Call Secretariat and the funding organisation contact points cannot answer questions related to 
the research themes of individual proposals, i.e., whether these are in adequacy with the call text 
topics. This task will be performed by an independent Evaluation Committee at both steps. 
 

1.1. Should the proposal address one of the topics or sub-topics specifically? 
 
Research & innovation proposals submitted under the Water4All 2024 Joint Transnational Call (JTC) 
or Early Career Researcher (ECR) modality are required to address at least one of the following main 
topics:  

➢ Topic 1: Enhancement of water circularity in industries. 
➢ Topic 2: Urban water circularity. 
➢ Topic 3: Resource recovery and valorization. 
➢ Topic 4: Economic, environmental and social implications of water reuse and recovered 

products.  
 

It is not mandatory to address all subtopics in a topic but addressing several subtopics is encouraged. 
At least one topic must be addressed. 
More information concerning the topics and sub-topics may be found in the Call Announcement. The 
applicants are also strongly recommended to consult the Water4All Strategic and Innovation 
Research Agenda (SRIA), the Water4All main strategic document identifying the water challenges 
around which the joint calls are prepared. The context for this joint call is described in the SRIA Theme 
I on “Water for Circular Economy: smart water value””. The cross-cutting SRIA Themes VI and VII on 
“International cooperation” and “Governance”, respectively, should be considered as well. 
 

1.2. How complementary are the calls launched by the European Partnerships under Horizon 
Europe?  

 
The joint calls on complementary topics under two European Partnerships were launched in the 
month of September 2024:  

• The DUT Partnership call 2024 with one topic on Circular Urban Economies (CUE)  

• The Water4All Partnership call on Water for Circular Economy 
 
The Water4All call supports research and innovation addressing the topic Water for Circular Economy. 
Subtopic 2 of this call is dealing with Urban water circularity.  
The DUT call supports research and innovation addressing urban challenges to help cities in their 
transition towards a more sustainable economy and functioning. One subtopic of this call addresses 
new paradigms for urban water cycles.  
Duplication of funding for the same proposal is not allowed, therefore the applicants must carefully 
choose the best fit for their proposals based on the scope of each call and their respective research 
priorities. 

• For topics with a stronger water and circularity focus, applying to the Water4All 2024 Joint 
Transnational Call is recommended (Water4all Partnership) 

• For proposals with a focus on urban planning and changes in urban water cycle paradigms, 
applying to the DUT Call 2024 is recommended (DUT Partnership) 

https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2024-09/Call_Announcement-Water4All_JTC2024.pdf
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2023-02/Water4All_SRIA-2022-2025_A4_2311_bd.pdf
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2023-02/Water4All_SRIA-2022-2025_A4_2311_bd.pdf
https://dutpartnership.eu/
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/joint-activities/water4all-2024-joint-transnational-call
https://dutpartnership.eu/dut-call-2024/


   

European Partnership 

Water4All 2024 JTC - Frequently Asked Questions 4 

 
1.3. Which types of results are preferred / expected in this call: scientific (published papers) 

or applied (stakeholder involvement, decision support tools, actions...)? 
 
All of them are acceptable provided that they contribute to impact defined in the call text and the 
research proposed is in line with the national/regional regulations of the consortium partners. 
 

1.4. How shall the projects contribute to the overall objectives defined for this call and build 
impact? 
 

The proposals are expected to contribute to the general objectives of the call by addressing one or 
several of the subtopics described in the call text.  The outcomes can be diverse, including from new 
knowledge, innovative tools, methodologies, and approaches to governance and management 
models. In all cases knowledge transfer and impact needs to be demonstrated. This interaction 
should be an integrated part of the project and not a separate work package. 

 
To build impact pathways the right stakeholders should be identified and included in the proposal 
design from the beginning to understand their needs and receive their input (co-design). Different 
types of impacts may have different pathways. Ideally at least one of the stakeholders should be end-
users or have an understanding of their needs, with regular feedback seen throughout the project as 
an integrated part of the project, not as a separate work package. 

 
1.5. Where do technical solutions and innovations will best fit? Is there a TRL level required? 

 
No, there is no restriction in the TRL of the proposals if the objectives of the call are clearly addressed 
on the general, call level. Nevertheless, some national/regional funding organisations might have 
their specific rules about the TRL level of reserch they are funding. 

2. ELIGIBILITY (general call eligibility criteria and funding 
rules on a national/regional level) 

2.1. Who is funding the projects?  
 

In a funded project, each national/regional funding organisation participating in the call will fund 
“their” national applicant in accordance with their funding rules and funding limits. For example, in a 
consortium of France, Spain and Italy, ANR would fund the French research group, AEI and/or CDTI 
the Spanish one and MUR the Italian ones. 
 

2.2. My funding organisation will not fund SMEs but can EU funds support financially the 
work of such an SME 100% as part of a consortium? 

 
Each national/regional funding organisation participating in the call will fund “their” national 
applicant in accordance with their funding rules and funding limits.  
The EU co-funding cannot be used if a funding organisation does not fund some organisation types. 
 

2.3. Which countries/regions can participate in this joint call? 
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The call is open to partners from the countries/regions with a funding organisation participating to 
the call. Please, consult the Call Announcement for the updated list of participating funding 
organisations. Each funding organisation participating to the call will fund its national/regional 
research groups. 
 

2.4. Who can apply? 

 
The call is open to any organisation that complies with the national/regional eligibility criteria and 
rules of the funding organisations from countries participating in the call. This may include public 
research organisations as well as private sector organisations (profit and non-profit).  
The applicants that are not eligible for funding or coming from countries not participating in the call 
may still join the consortia using their own funds or may be subcontracted by another eligible partner.  
The applicants are strongly advised to approach their respective funding organisation contact point 
to make sure they respect all the eligibility criteria and rules. Only eligible pre-proposals and full 
proposals will be evaluated. 
Please refer to the contact list Annex A and the National/Regional Regulations document. 
 

2.5. What is the difference between the general eligibility call rules and the funding 
organizations’ rules? 

 
For the projects to be considered eligible for funding, they need to comply with a set of general 
eligibility rules of the call (see Call Announcement). In addition, each project partner must be eligible 
according to the rules and criteria of their funding organisation.  
IMPORTANT:  if one partner in the consortium is declared ineligible by its funding organisation, this 
may lead to the ineligibility of the whole proposal, for example, if they consequently fail to comply 
with the general rules (such as a minimum of 3 eligible partners in the consortium). 
 

2.6. What is the minimum/maximum size of the consortium (the number of eligible 
partners)? Is there a favoured average size of the consortium? 

 
The project must be a transnational project involving eligible research partners from at least three 
different countries participating in the call. In addition, at least two eligible partners must be from 
different EU Member States or Horizon Europe Associated Countries participating in the call. In this 
call, the only participating countries that are currently NOT EU Member States or HE Associated 
Countries are: Brazil and Switzerland. 
Consortia of a maximum of 7 partners (including a potential self-funded partner) are allowed. 
Experience from the first calls for proposals shows that the size of successful consortia varies greatly. 
Everything from 3 to 7 partners is represented. It is therefore not possible to make a recommendation 
regarding the optimum size of a consortium. The number of partners depends largely on the 
requirements of the topic and the complexity of the work to be carried out. It should always be borne 
in mind that a consortium must be easy to manage so that the project objectives can be achieved.  
 
Examples of a consortium which fulfils the minimum partner requirement:  

‐ Consortium with partners from Poland, Turkey and Brazil: this consortium is eligible (includes 
partners from 3 different countries participating in the call and requesting funding to three 
different funding organisations AND includes 2 different EU MS and AC (Poland & Turkey). 

https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2024-09/Call_Announcement-Water4All_JTC2024.pdf
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‐ Consortium with Turkey, Sweden and the United Kingdom: this consortium is eligible (includes 
partners from 3 different countries participating in the call and requesting funding to three 
different funding organisations AND includes 2 different EU MS and AC (UK & Turkey) 

‐ Consortium with Italy, UK and Brazil: this consortium is eligible (includes partners from 3 
different countries participating in the call and requesting funding to three different funding 
organisations AND includes 2 different EU MS and AC (UK & Italy) 

 
2.7. Are private companies eligible to apply for the JTC? Can a private company be a 

coordinator of the proposal? What is the funding rate for private companies? 
 
Yes, with regard to the general eligibility criteria private companies are eligible to apply for the JTC 
2024 and they can be the coordinator of the proposal. However, on national level not all funding 
agencies are able to fund private companies. Also, the funding rates varies between each funding 
agency. Therefore, it is necessary to check the National Regulations and to contact the NCP. 
 

2.8. Does a consortium need to include both academic partners (universities and / or 
research centers) and industrial partners? Is there a minimum level of involvement 
required from industrial partners? 

 
No, a consortium does not need to include both. A consortium can be formed by universities only or 
by industrial partner only or by a consortium of both sectors. 

 
2.9. Is it possible for a proposal to be submitted by 3 eligible partners, 2 from same country 

requesting funding to different funding organisations and 1 from a second country? 
 
No. A proposal submitted by 3 partners is eligible only if the 3 partners come from different countries 
participating in the call. However, each legal entity is an own partner in the consortium. It is possible 
to have more partners from one country as far as the eligible criteria are fulfilled and the national 
regulations allows more than one legal entity per country. 
 

2.10. Can two different organisations from the same country participate as partners in the 
same consortium if other eligibility rules are met? 

 
Yes, as long as this is in line with the funding rules of the funding organisation(s) of that particular 
country and the general criterion on 3 eligible partners from 3 countries is met. 
 

2.11. Some countries like Belgium, Spain, or Finland have two national organisations. How do 
we select the funding organization?   

 
Applicants need to contact the funding organisations to check their eligibility. Two partners from the 
same country may be funded by two different national funding organisations, depending on the type 
of research /organisations they fund. 
 

2.12. If we have the minimum of eligible partners in a consortium, how many non-eligible 
(self-funded) partners can we invite to participate? 

 
Maximum 1 self-funded partner may be included in a consortium. 
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2.13. Who is a self-funded partner? 
 
Applicants coming from countries all over the world (e.g. India, Canada, Cyprus) not participating in 
the call or those that are not eligible for funding may join the consortium as self-funded partners if 
they can bring a secured budget from their own source of funding. This can be another grant (from 
the EU, international or national scheme) or a private source. Self-funded partners must provide 
evidence that their organisations will support their activities. They should send a duly signed official 
letter of commitment to their project coordinator who will upload the commitment letter and submit 
it as part of the full proposal by the proposal deadline (see Call Announcement).  
The letters of commitment are only requested for self-funded partners in the Step2 (full proposal). 
While some of the general eligibility criteria take into account the participation of self-funded 
partners (e.g. the maximum number of partners per consortia), these partners are not subject to any 
national eligibility check. 
 

2.14. What are the rules for self-funding partners? How much do they have to fund? 
 
Self-funded partners join consortia at the same conditions as other partners, therefore they have to 
carry out project activities according to the project description and an overall distribution of effort 
which shall be balanced among all the partners. Self-funded partners cannot assume the project 
coordinator role and cannot expose more than the 50% of the overall person months declared in the 
workplan (same condition applies to all the partners anyway). In this frame, self-funded partners shall 
ensure that all the costs needed for carrying out their own share of the project are secured, either 
from own resources or from external resources. 
 

2.15. My country (e.g. USA, Canada, Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia, Indonesia, Chile) does not fund 
in the call, can I participate in a project? 
 

Partners from any country not participating in the call can participate in the project as self-financed 
partners if they can bring a secured budget from their own source of funding. They will be requested 
to upload a signed official letter of when submitting their full proposals (Step2 of the call process). 
Non-eligible partners may also be sub-contracted by eligible partners if their funding organisation 
rules permit it. Self-funded or subcontracted partners cannot coordinate a project.  

 
2.16. Is the UK considered an eligible country under Horizon Europe? 

 
UK is considered as an Associated Country (AC) of Horizon Europe. UK applicants are eligible and can 
participate in the call through UKRI funding. This is important when considering the general eligibility 
criterion of the consortium composition (3 eligible partners from 3 countries, of which 2 must be 
from EU members states or from AC of Horizon Europe).  
 

2.17. Are international / intergovernmental organisations eligible to receive funds and to be 
part of a consortium? 

 
International organisations have to refer to the national regulations and NCPs of the country they are 
based in for further details on their eligibility and funding. 
 

2.18. The call text mentions the need to have stakeholders and SMEs involved. Under what 
contractual forms can they participate in a project? 
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It will depend on the national regulations of the country where the company is established. If the 
funding organisation can fund companies and other stakeholders, they can be partners of the project. 
If not, they can be subcontracted or participate as self-funded partners. 
 

2.19. We are an organisation that would need to be subcontracted by an eligible research 
organisation. Would this research organisation need to be in the same country or would 
another EU/funding member suffice? 

 
Organisations can be subcontracted by partners in any country, as long as their funding organisation 
allows it. 
 

2.20. Is it required to have stakeholders’ organisations as a project partner? 
 
No, it is not required. The only mandatory conditions for the consortia are described in the eligibility 
criteria in the call text. 
 

2.21. Are Letters of Support from stakeholders/beneficiaries recommended (or even 
required) for the proposal submission? 

 
Letters of support are NOT requested and won't be considered for the evaluation. 
 

2.22. Is there a maximum or minimum in terms of a total project budget? 
 
At the level of the call, there are no rules regarding a minimum or maximum budget per proposal. 
Please note, however, that some funding organisations have defined a minimum and/or maximum 
amount per partners or per project in their funding organisation regulations. 
 

2.23. Does this call cover 100% of the expenses or is there any co-funding required? 
 
Each funding organisation applies its own national/regional funding regulations. The document “List 
of National/Regional Regulations” is available on the call website and it summarises the funding 
schemes (eligibility, cost and funding rate) of all the funding organisations participating in this call. 
 

2.24. Is the maximum budget per project the same as the maximum contribution to the call 
of the country? 

 
Usually this is not the case. Many funding organisations intend to fund several projects and thus 
impose a maximum budget per project/per researcher that can be requested. These amounts are 
usually lower than the total committed amount to the call by a funding organisation. 
 

2.25. Can a researcher or organisation participate in several proposals submitted? 
 
The Principal Investigator of the entity acting as Consortium Coordinator can only participate in one 
proposal i.e., if the Principal Investigator is the Consortium Coordinator of a proposal, he/she cannot 
participate in any other proposal, neither as a Consortium Coordinator nor as Principal Investigator 
of a partner. No other limits apply to Principal Investigators of organisations acting as partners, 
meaning they can be involved with several proposals as long as the national/regional rules allow it. 
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2.26. What are the key requirements for a consortium coordinator? Are all career stages, 

including early career researchers, welcome to coordinate? Is a PhD a requirement? Is 
the experience of the coordinator included in the evaluation criteria? 

 
The call on a general level does not specify any restrictions with regard to the coordinator’s 
experience or profile. The rest is in the domain of the funding organisations and their eligibility rules 
– different countries may have different conditions and require a certain level of experience/profile 
for the coordinator. 
 

2.27. Can a private company be the coordinator of the consortium? 
 
Yes, if eligible for funding with the relevant Funding Organisation. 
 

2.28. Can organisations from non-EU member states (e.g. South Africa or UK) but from 
countries participating in the call coordinate the project? 

 
Yes. 
 

2.29. Should the project coordinator or PIs be permanent staff or are temporary contracts 
allowed? 

 
At the level of the call, there are no rules regarding the duration of contract for each project team 
members. Members of the scientific Evaluation Panel will evaluate the proposals following the 
criteria defined in the Call Announcement. Thus, projects will not be disqualified by the evaluation 
committee because of the work contract. 
Nevertheless, the funding organisations may have specific restrictions regarding the work 
contract/position of the researchers they fund and the proposal may be declared ineligible if the 
applicants do not follow their national rules. 
 

2.30. Are co-coordinators allowed? 
 
No. 
 

2.31. Are Water agencies (water administrations) eligible for the call? 
 
Yes, if eligible for funding with the relevant funding organisation. 
 

2.32. Can you submit the same project for both DUT and Water4All? 
 
Duplication of funding for the same proposal is not allowed, therefore the applicants must carefully 
choose the best fit for their proposals based on the scope of each call and their respective research 
priorities. 

• For topics with a stronger water and circularity focus, applying to the Water4All 2024 Joint 
Transnational Call is recommended (Water4all Partnership) 

• For proposals with a focus on urban planning and changes in urban water cycle paradigms, 
applying to the DUT Call 2024 is recommended (DUT Partnership) 
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2.33. Does the project have to be the same for the involved countries in the consortium? Can 
each partner submit their own project? 
 

The call aims to fund collaborative projects with a strong transnational added value. The proposals 
should not be a collage of individual national projects but demonstrate integration and collaboration 
between partners involved in the proposal. 
 

2.34. In which language(s) should the pre-proposals and full proposals be written? 
 
Proposals must be written in English only. 
 

2.35. What is the project duration in this call? 
 
The project duration is 3 years. 
 

2.36. Does gender balance in the research teams have any role in evaluation of the project? 
 
This is not an evaluation criterion per se; nevertheless, the applicants are encouraged to take gender 
balance into account when setting up the proposals. 
 

2.37. My entity is a partner in Water4All, but I am not involved, am I eligible as PI and 
coordinator? 

 
The Annex B indicates the research teams from some beneficiaries of Water4All Partnership (the 
partners of the Water4All Partnership) that may exceptionally participate in the projects’ consortia 
of this call. For those beneficiaries, measures have been foreseen to mitigate the risk of, perception 
of, or de facto conflict of interest or unequal treatment of applicants. No other beneficiary of 
Water4All Partnership may apply for funding under the 2024 Joint Transnational Call or its modalities. 
 

2.38. What are the benefits or constraints, if any, of the Water4All Partnership members 
applying to this call? 

 
The participation of Water4All members in the proposals are limited to maximum 2 Water4All 
members in consortia with up to 5 partners and maximum 3 Water4All members in consortia with 
more than 5 partners. The list of Water4All members that may apply in this call are listed in the Annex 
B of the Call Announcement. 
The Water4All members are participating under equal rules and conditions as any other applicant. 
 

2.39. Is there any requirement for uploading a document to prove date of PhD completion for 
the Early career modality?  

 
When choosing the ECR modality the Consortium Coordinator must indicate the date of his/her PhD 
defence in the CV. No national document will be required to be uploaded. However, the funding 
agencies may require such document to confirm the eligibility of their candidate. 

 
2.40. The PI of project proposal is an early career scientist, but their national funding 

organisation does not fund the Early Career Researcher (ECR) modality. Can he/she 
apply for normal call (JTC)?  
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Yes, if an early career researcher wants to coordinate a project but his/her funding organisation 
does not support the ECR modality, he/she can submit his/her project under the regular JTC. 

 

2.41. What are the requirements for a Consortium Coordinator if he/she wishes to submit 
his/her proposal under the Early Career Researcher modality? 

 
Consortium Coordinator who obtained their PhD since less than 10 years before the call launch has 
the possibility to apply under the Early Career Researcher modality if the funding organisation is 
supporting this modality (see national regulations). When creating the proposal, the Coordinator 
chooses whether to apply under the regular JTC or under the Early Career Researcher modality (ECR). 
Consortium Coordinator who complies with the ECR criteria may decide whether he/she wishes to 
participate in the JTC or in the ECR, however, participation in both modalities is incompatible. 
 

2.42. Is there an advantage of participating under the Early Career Researchers modality? 

 
While the evaluation and ranking of the proposals submitted in the JTC and ECR will be done under 
a single call process and subject to the same rules, the funding organisations participating in the ECR 
modality with available budget will prioritize the funding of ECR proposals, in cases of equal ranking 
of several projects.  
 

2.43. If the coordinator has more than 1 PhD, which is the one considered for the 10 years 
rule? 

 

The date of defence of the older PhD counts (i.e., the first PhD obtained). 
 

2.44. Is there any age limit for the Early Career Research modality? 
 

There is no age limit. Only the date of the PhD obtention counts. 
 

2.45. Does the condition for ECR of having obtained a PhD in less than 10 years consider 
medical leaves (e.g. maternity leaves)? 

 

For the ECR modality, consideration of maternity leave, parental leave, etc. have to be checked with 
the funding organisation as per national / regional regulations. 
 

2.46. What kind of costs (indirect costs, personnel costs, consumables, equipment) can be 
requested for funding? How can we handle inflation rates? 
 

Each funding performing organisation has their own rules which costs are fundable. Please check the 
national regulations or contact your national contact point. Since the inflation rates varies between 
the country it is important to contact the Funding Performing Organization how to handle this 
question. There is no generic answer for this question. 

 

2.47.  Are projects fully funded, or is match required from the project partners?  
 

The funding rate can differ between the partner. It depends on the nation regulation of each FPO. 
We advise you to contact the NCP of your funding agency.  
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2.48.  How should we calculate the costs? 
 

The calculation of each partner is in accordance to the national rules. Each partner has to check the 
regulation of the corresponding funding performing organisation. There is no universal calculation at 
partnership level. 
 

2.49. Is it possible for a consortium to have part of the project work carried out by a 
subcontractor? 

 
Yes, in principle this is possible, but the national regulation NCP have to approve it. 

3. BUILDING A CONSORTIUM 

3.4. I am looking for a Partner for my project or a project to join. What should I do? 
 

Water4All has developed a Partner Search Tool that allows you to look for a partner for a project you 
would like to submit; or look for a project to join. 
 

3.5. Is cooperation between universities, other research institutes, and utilities encouraged? 
 
Yes, it is encouraged, although there is no prescribed composition of the consortium in terms of the 
partners’ profiles. The funding and eligibility will depend on national regulations for each 
participating country. 
 

3.6. Are proposals involving developing countries/countries out of the EU welcome? 
 
Such proposals are welcome but not obligatory and will not be given extra points for that. 

 
3.7. Is the self-funded partner mandatory for every consortium? 

 
No. 
 

3.8. Bearing in mind the max limit of 50% workload, is there a specific way of determining 
the workload for each partner in the consortium? 

 
Total time to be dedicated to the project by this partner in person months (including the Principal 
Investigator and all other team members) and the costs associated to the working time spent on the 
project will be declared on the Electronic Platform Submission System (EPSS). 

4. CALL PROCESS (call calendar, evaluation procedure and 
criteria, changes between Steps 1 and 2) 

4.1. When is the deadline for pre-proposal submission? 
 

The deadline to submit pre-proposals is 13/11/2024 15.00 CET (Paris time).  

https://proposals.etag.ee/water4all/2024/partner-search
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4.2.  When is the deadline for full proposal submission? 

 
The deadline to submit full proposals will be 29/04/2025, 15.00 CEST (Paris time). Deadline to be 
confirmed after Step 1. 
 

4.3. Do we have to submit separately (each country) first for the FPO and only if accepted, 
submit the pre-proposal regarding the whole consortium? 

 
There is no pre-submission to your funding organisation. There is a unique submission of the pre-
proposal in the online platform. 
However, some funding organisations might require to their applicants to submit additional 
documents on the applicants work plan to confirm their eligibility. Please refer to the national 
regulations and NCPs of your region/country. 
 

4.4. What are PIC and NACE codes (requested in the application forms)?  
 
A PIC (Participation Identification Code) is a 9-digit number serving as a unique identifier for 
organisations (legal entities) participating in EU funding programmes / procurements. A search tool 
for organisations and their PICs is available here.  
The NACE code is a Statistical Classification of Economic Activities of the organisation. You can find 
further information about NACE here.  
 

4.5. When is the eligibility check performed?  
 

Eligibility checks will be performed AFTER pre-proposal submission. The Call Secretariat will perform 
an eligibility check of the proposal against the main administrative requirements of the Call 
Announcement (countries of applicants and composition of consortia, accomplishment of the 
submission procedure). Each funding organisation then will check the formal eligibility of their own 
applicants based on the requirements of national/regional funding schemes. After that, eligible pre-
proposals will be sent to the Evaluation Panel members for scientific evaluation. 
The applicants are strongly encouraged to check and confirm with their NCPs their eligibility BEFORE 
the Step 1 deadline. Once the pre-submission is closed and the official eligibility check done, the 
ineligible applicants may be removed from the proposal, which could lead to ineligibility of the whole 
proposal. 
 

4.6. How will my project be evaluated and according to which criteria? 
 
A two-step procedure will be organised:  
1) Step 1 procedure will consist in an administrative eligibility check according to criteria reported 
in §4 of the Call Announcement.  
All eligible pre-proposals will be subject to a scientific evaluation by an Evaluation Panel (EP) based 
on two criteria - ‘Excellence’ and ‘Impact’. The EP will be composed by an adequate number of 
independent experts. An EP meeting will complete the evaluation procedure, agreeing the final 
individual score for each criterion and the overall score for each proposal. A ranked list of pre-
proposals will be produced based on the final scores.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/3859598/5902521/KS-RA-07-015-EN.PDF
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The Call Steering Committee (CSC, i.e., all funding organisations) will decide on the number of 
projects to be invited to Step 2, following the ranking established by the EP and taking into account 
the financial pressure.  
 
2) The Step 2 will also foresee an administrative eligibility check and an evaluation of full proposals 
by the EP which will evaluate full proposals against the following assessment criteria: ‘Excellence’, 
‘Impact’ and ‘Quality and Efficiency of Implementation’.  
An EP meeting will complete the evaluation procedure, agreeing the final individual score for each 
criterion and the overall score for each proposal. The threshold on the final score is 10/15: no project 
with a lower score will be funded.  A ranked list of proposals will be produced based on the final 
scores.  
The CSC will take the final decision on the funding of the projects, strictly adhering to the order of 
the ranking list established by the EP until the committed funds are exhausted. 
For more detailed information about the evaluation procedure, please consult the Call 
Announcement. 
 

4.7. What will be the scientific background of reviewers?  
 
An Evaluation Panel will be set up to cover the required skills and the pre/full proposals will be 
carefully allocated among the experts with adequate profiles to evaluate individual project pre/full 
proposals.  
 

4.8. Will the applicants receive feedback/assessment after the evaluation in Step 1?  
 

Yes, the Coordinator of the proposal will receive a consensus report. 
 

4.9. How is the funding of the best projects guaranteed if the national financing is limited? 
Does the EC come up with the missing funds? Can the national funding agencies decide 
if they will fund a certain project or not?  
 

The ranking list of projects is established by the independent Evaluation Panel of experts. The funding 
organisations are obliged to follow this ranking list, funding the projects following the top-down 
principle and with each country funding their own part in the ranked projects.  
The participating countries aim at funding as many of the top-ranked proposals as possible. The EC 
contributes with a % of cash to the call, which is used to fill in the funding gaps in the top-rated 
proposals and maximize as much as possible the number of projects that can be funded.  
 

4.10. Will all proposals above the threshold in Step 1 go to Step 2 or is there a further 
reduction to a certain number of proposals? 

 
The decision on the list of pre-proposals that are invited to go to Step 2 will be taken by the funding 
organisations based on the eligibility checks and scientific evaluation ranking list. The eligible pre-
proposals will be divided in 3 groups, according to their scores in the ranking list: Group A (highest 
evaluation scores), Group B (medium evaluation scores) and Group C (low evaluation scores). All pre-
proposals in Group A will be invited to Step 2. Among the pre-proposals in Group B, proposals will be 
invited to Step 2, following the ranking list and taking into account the financial pressure (acceptable 
oversubscription ratio per countries) and representativeness of countries. Not all proposals in Group 
B may be invited. Proposals in Group C will not be invited to Step 2. 

http://www.biodiversa.org/1793/download
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4.11. What kind of changes are allowed in the proposals between Steps 1 and 2? 

 
The information given in the pre-proposals is binding. No major changes regarding the proposals’ 
content will be allowed. However, a limited number of administrative changes may be allowed (minor 
budget modification, changes of Partners (legal entities), provided they are in line with the general 
rules of the call and the rules of the funding organisations. In some cases, it will be the funding 
organisations which will suggest the modification following the eligibility check. 
IMPORTANT: Participants shall contact the Call Secretariat via e-mail and their funding organisations 
to inquire about the possibility of modifying the project proposal. Any kind of change should be 
checked against the eligibility rules PRIOR to submission of full proposal in Step 2. No change 
should change the substance of the proposal! 
 

4.12. What is considered a minor change to the budget? 

 
Minor changes for the budget are changes less the 10 % of the requested budget in stage 1. However, 
it is recommended to contact the relevant NCP to discuss the changes of the budget regardless of the 
percentage. 
 

4.13. Are partners allowed to change between pre-proposal and full proposal stage? 
 

No changes of coordinator (i.e., Principal Investigator of the coordinating entity) will be allowed, 
except in case of force majeure. A request of change of coordinator must be submitted to the Call 
Secretariat, at least one week before the deadline for submitting full proposals and it will be discussed 
on a case-by-case basis by the CSC.  
Changes in the consortium composition are allowed (maximum 2 changes of Project Partners in 
proposals with more than 5 partners; maximum 1 change of project partner in proposals with 5 or 
less partners), provided approval by the concerned funding organisations. Please note that the 
following actions are considered as changes: addition, removal or replacement of a partner (incl. 
subcontracted and self-financed partners). Please note that the maximum number of changes applies 
to “Partner”, i.e., the independent legal entity participating in the transnational project.  
Applicants should contact the Call Secretariat or their funding organisation in order to inquire about 
the possibility of modifying the project proposal. 
 

4.14. Does adding a partner after Step 1 refer to adding a new institution with an extra budget 
or adding a person to a research team of an existing partner? 

 
Adding a new institution to the consortium is possible but it should be approved and checked for 
eligibility by the funding organisation PRIOR to submission of full proposal. This does not imply an 
extra budget but is done rather as a replacement of another partner under exceptional circumstances 
or adding a partner with redistribution of the existing budget. 
Adding or changing a person in a research team is not considered a change of partner (except in the 
case of a coordinator), nevertheless, it should be consulted with and allowed by the relevant funding 
organisation.  
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4.15. What happens if a partner changes during the project life? 
 

All changes occurring in the consortium once the project has been selected for funding will require 
the approval of the funding organisation of the partner in question. In addition, the coordinator of 
the affected project should duly inform the Follow-Up Secretariat of the funded projects regarding 
any change in the consortium (partners change, change of PIs, requests for extension, etc.). 
 

4.16. Is the budget allowed to be changed between pre-proposal and full proposal stage? 
 

Minor change of budget may be allowed by the relevant funding organisation. Funding organisations 
may also request a budget modification following the eligibility check. 

5. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION PLATFORM 

5.1 How do I apply for the call? 
 

Pre-proposals and full proposals must be submitted via Online Submission Tool before 13 November 
2024, 15:00 CET. 
The proposals must be submitted in English. 
Pre-proposals have to provide information about the project consortia, and to include a 7-pages 
description of the project and the required budget for each partner.  
Submission of pre-proposals is MANDATORY; it will not be possible to enter the procedure at a later 
stage. The online form is the only format that will be accepted. NO application can be sent by email. 
 

5.2 Which documents should be submitted for pre-proposal and full proposal?  
 

The application process consists of filling in the coordinator’s, partners’ data and project data through 
the Online Submission Tool. For the pre-proposal application, it is required to upload a brief project 
description (up to 7 pages). Document with higher number of pages will not be considered. The 
template for project description is available for download from the Call website.  
The full proposal application will require the submission of a more extensive project description. 
Please note: for both pre-proposals and full proposals, only one .PDF file can be uploaded. Other 
file’s types than .PDF are not accepted.   
Please note:  some of the partners will also need to submit an application directly to their respective 
national/regional funding organisations. For further details about these procedures and schedule, 
please consult the national/regional regulations and/or your NCPs.  
Letters of support are not requested and won’t be considered for the evaluation (except for self-
financed partner in the full-proposal step who have to submit letters of commitment to provide 
evidence that their organisations will support their activities). 
 

5.3 Is it necessary to provide a Consortium Agreement with the full proposal? 
 

No Consortium Agreement need to be submitted with the full proposal form. It will only be 
mandatory for the projects funded in this call. 
 

5.4 Should the coordinator submit the proposal, or should each partner submit the 
application separately?   

https://ptoutline.eu/app/circeco-water4all
https://ptoutline.eu/app/circeco-water4all
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Only the coordinator can create the account in the EPSS PT Outline, enter, edit and save the electronic 
forms, add partners to the consortium, upload the project description and submit the proposal. The 
coordinator should be especially diligent when entering the partner data to avoid any potential errors. 
Each applicant must check the National Annexes and the related Funding Organisations whether a 
parallel national application is required 

 
5.5 Is it possible to make multiple submission of the same proposal until the deadline?  

 
No, but you can edit and modify your proposal at a later stage until you press the “Submit now” 
button. Please consider that the tool will enable the “Submit” button only once the application is fully 
complete. 
 

5.6 Is it possible to change the project title & acronym before the pre-proposal submission?  
 

The project title and acronym can be changed until the step 1 submission; however, they cannot be 
changed between the pre-and full proposal. 

6. CONTACTS AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

6.1. Whom can I contact if I have further question? 
 

First and foremost, please read entirely the Call documents. Please also consult your Funding 
Organisations’ rules and, if needed, contact your Funding Organisation Contact Points (NCPs). 
 

• For specific questions related to the budget, criteria and rules of your funding organisation, 
please consult your National Contact Point.  

 

• For general information on the call, please contact the Call Secretariat (Anne Petzold and 
Simon Frank): water4all.call2024@ptka.kit.edu  

 
 
 
Water4All Call Secretariat 
Anne Petzold & Simon Frank 
Water4All 2024 JTC – Joint Call Secretariat 
Project Management Agency Karlsruhe (PTKA) 
Mail: water4all.call2024@ptka.kit.edu 
Phone: +49 721 608 23130 
 

https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2024-09/National_%20Regulations-Water4All_JTC2024.pdf
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2024-09/National_%20Regulations-Water4All_JTC2024.pdf
mailto:water4all.call2024@ptka.kit.edu

